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Ministear airson Clann agus Òigridh 

Minister for Children and Young People 

Maree Todd BPA/MSP 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot 



Clare Adamson,  
MSP Convenor   
Education and Skills Committee 
T3:40   
The Scottish Parliament   
Edinburgh   
EH99 1SP 

___ 

2 October 2019 

Dear Clare, 

EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE EXPANSION 

When I appeared at the Education and Skills Committee on 18 September, I undertook to 
notify the Committee when new information about local authority progress is published. The 
Improvement Service will today publish a report summarising delivery progress at “one year 
to go” in August 2019 and refreshed forecasts for the programme.  I have enclosed a copy of 
the report for the Committee’s information.  

This report shows that, at a national level, local authorities and their private and voluntary 
sector partners have made significant progress over the summer. Children and families 
across the country are already benefitting from this important work, with over 46,000 children 
accessing more than the current 600 hours entitlement. More than a quarter of these 
children are attending providers in the private or voluntary sectors. Almost half of the 
workforce required to deliver the expansion is now in post. While this progress is 
encouraging, there remains a lot of work to be done to make sure we collectively deliver on 
time next August. I have confidence that we will deliver by working together to address the 
remaining challenges.      

Under the direction of the Joint Delivery Board, the Scottish Government and local authority 
partners will continue to monitor progress and support local delivery.   

I will ensure that the Committee receives a copy of future reports. 
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